CHAPTER.  XXXI

COMMISSIONER  TO   POETO   RICO

1898    "

THE ceremonies of the squadron's reception being over, the
Brooklyn returned to an anchorage off tlie lighthouse station at
Tompkinsvilie, The commander of the Second Squadron left
the ship and went the same evening to Saugatuek, Conn., to
pass a few days with his wife and children,, who were spend-
ing the summer months there. The day after arriving the Cuba
malaria developed and compelled the patient to remain in bed
for two or three days under medical treatment. During the
campaign, exposed to heat and rain as the officers and men had
been, many were stricken down, but force of will, added to ex-
cellent treatment from the medical officers of the ships, restored '
them. The commander of the Second Squadron was fortunate
in not falling a victim to this pernicious fever while the siege
was being maintained; perhaps Ms preoccupation during the
campaign may have stayed the infection, but when all strain
had been removed in this quiet and healthful New England home
and surroundings, its development was rapid. From this cause
a few days had to be passed in bed before being able to proceed
to Washington, in obedience to instructions received to report
in person to the President.

On the morning of August 26th the commander of the Sec-
ond Squadron set out from Westport, Conn., for Washington,
where he arrived at 3.30 p. M. Along the entire route people
had gathered in vast crowds to greet and pay their respects.
As the train passed further south these crowds augmented,
only, however, because longer notice had been given them of
the commander's presence on the train. At Jersey City, Tren-
ton, Philadelphia, Wilmington, Baltimore and Washington the
enthusiastically warm reception of the people was a touching
tribute of affectionate regard. At the depot of the Pennsyl-
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